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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the pending application is respectfully requested on the 
basis of the following particulars. 

The applicants are grateful for the allowance of claims 7, 8 and 16-20. Since 
claim 21 was not addressed in the action, and is dependent from allowed claim 16, 
this claim is also considered allowable. 

In order to expedite the allowance of this application, claims 1-5 and 10-15 are 
canceled herewith without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claim 16 is amended to correct several informalities which were observed 
during the review of this claim. The amendment to this claim has been submitted to 
improve the clarity of the subject matter for which protection is sought. The 
amendment was not made to avoid prior art, as this claim has aheady been indicated 
by the examiner as reciting allowable subject matter. Rather, in reviewing the claim 
language it was perceived that some of the language could be improved to more 
clearly define the inventive subject matter. It is to be noted that the Examiner did not 
raise any objections with regard to the language of the original claims under 35 
U.S.C. § 112 or any other part of the patent laws and regulations. 

As a result of the amendment to the claims, and further in view of the 
foregoing remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the application is in condition for 
allowance. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that every pending claim in the 
present application be allowed and the application be passed to issue. 
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If any issues remain that may be resolved by a telephone or facsimile 
commimication with the applicants' attorney, the examiner is invited to contact the 
imdersigned at the numbers shown below. 



BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 
625 Slaters Lane, Fourth Floor 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 14- 11 76 
Phone: (703) 683-0500 
Facsimile: (703) 683-1080 

Date: March 31, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 




JUSTIN J. CASSELL 
Attomey for Applicants 
Registration No. 46,205 



